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Pānui

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Renee Thurston
Acting Principal

Kia ora koutou whānau,

I would like to introduce myself — my name is Renee Thurston, and I
am privileged to be stepping into the role of Acting Principal for the
remainder of Term 3. I want to extend a huge thank you to Shem
Banbury for the superb job he has done leading our kura so far. A
friendly reminder to everyone that Melissa Nelson will be returning to
her position at the beginning of Term 4.

Open Evening Success & 2027 Enrolments
Our recent Open Evening was a fantastic success, and it was wonderful
to see our school community come together. It was particularly
heartening to witness so many of our talented students taking centre

stage - sharing their 
voices, performing in bands, and
putting on brilliant dance routines.  A
special mention must go to our
talented Kapa Haka group who gave
an awesome performance to close out
the formal hall section of the evening
who visited, enjoyed their taste of life
here at MMI.

For families looking ahead to next year, please keep our key enrolment timelines in
mind:

Enrolments:  Online enrolments for 2027 are currently open via our website.
Due Date:  All enrolments are due by 2:30pm on Wednesday, 16
September (Term 3, Week 9).  This is also when out-of-zone enrolments
strictly close.

th

Ballot & Notification:  If required, the ballot for out-of-zone places will take
place on Tuesday, 22  September, with families notified of the outcome via
email by Friday, 25  September.

nd

th

We are so excited about the year ahead and are really looking forward to welcoming
our new Year 7 cohort in 2027!



 

House Speeches & Academic Integrity with AI
It has been an action-packed week with many of our students competing in their
respective House Speech Competitions. A huge congratulations to every student who
stepped up, spoke with confidence, and made it to this stage! We are looking forward
tot our School Speech Finals which will be held next Friday at 9:00am.

In today's digital landscape, speech writing has presented some new and unique
challenges for our teaching team with the widespread access to AI technology. To
navigate this and ensure academic honesty, our teachers have adapted their approach:

Students were required to write and refine their speeches in class so teachers could
directly observe the authentic development of their ideas over time.
We also utilised AI detection tools to verify that all speeches advancing to our final
competition are genuinely the students' own original work.

While adapting to these emerging technologies has certainly been a learning curve, it
ensures a fair playing field for all participants and teaches our tamariki the importance
of integrity, authentic voice, and hard work.

Teacher Only Day Focus
On Friday 21st August our school held a Teacher Only Day. We deeply appreciate your
support in allowing us this time, as it gives our staff a vital opportunity to refine our
pedagogy and align our teaching strategies.

Throughout the day, teachers focused on planning our upcoming school-wide inquiries
and deepening our collective understanding of Positive Culture for Learning (PC4L)
across MMI. Crucially, we also worked on strategies to deliberately foster a deep sense of
belonging for all of our students, ensuring that every child feels safe, valued, and
connected in our kura.

Have a wonderful, restful weekend everyone.

Nāku noa, nā

Renee Thurston
Acting Principal



COASTAL VALUE CERTIFICATES 2026 Term 3 – Weeks 4/5

1 Sophia
Martin

For always striving for your best and always being a polite,
supportive class member. Keep aiming for your best!

2 Oscar
Luckman

For your amazing speech about Basketball. Your
confidence when speaking in front of the class was
fantastic. You are awesome!

3 Mia
Hampton 

For a well written and presented speech. It was awesome
to see your improved confidence and willingness to go first!
Ka rawe!

4 Cady
Hoogstraten

For excellent focus and critical thinking during literacy and
being a committed lover of reading! 

5 Thiago
Reynoso

For your bravery during speeches this week. Though there
can be many challenges around them you showed
perseverance,  & determination delivering a wonderful
performance. 

6 Bella
Hawken

For doing your best in your speech writing! You have shown
amazing commitment and produced a great speech. Ka
Rawe!

7

8 Lilly
Hansen

For applying yourself in your reading learning this week,
you asked questions and showed independence to
complete your task. Celebrate your achievements and keep
it up! We are proud of you Lilly!

9 Cohen
Gibson

For locking in to your maths learning, and engaging in
whole class and small group lessons with confidence! Ka
rawe!

10 Summer
Holmes

For showing curiosity, enthusiasm, and engagement across
all areas of learning, while being a bright and positive
member of Whānau 10. He whetū koe, Summer!

11 Finnur
Crowder

For using your creative super power to effectively express
yourself. Tino pai tō mahi!

12

13 Keyarn
Hohepa

For the attention you have given all areas of learning this
week. I especially liked the passion you put into your
speech writing. Ka rawe!

14 Amanda
Lambert 

For being brave with sharing your speech. Your confidence
is shining this year! Kei te whakahīhī au ki a koe, I am very
proud of you!

15 Malia
Harris

For your genuine enthusiasm for learning and the positive
energy you bring to Maths. Your growth has been awesome
to see.

1 Riley Reed
For making a committed effort to your speech and
presenting it to the class. Keep up the focussed
attitude.

2
Nylah 
de Hoog

For being an engaged and hardworking member of
our class. Your creative ideas and bubbly personality
make our classroom a better place!

3
Sequoia
Iles

For being a great PE monitor, always checking ahead
of time what she needs & being responsible with the
gear. 

4 Dom
Quellin

For consistently demonstrating a commitment to
excellence through the completion of tasks to a high
standard, while displaying a positive attitude towards
learning.

5 Will Cuff
For your positive attitude, and creative mind. You think
outside the box and role model being able to take a
mistake and turn it into a positive action for all. 

6
Nahla
Bell Wills

For working hard & growing your confidence in Maths.
You have made some amazing progress! Tino Pai 

7
Mila
Cameron

For demonstrating the Coastal Value, Ako, by staying
focused during Maths and producing your best work. 

8 Oli Austen

For making a conscious effort to keep accountable &
improve your attitude towards learning! I am so
impressed Oli & hope that you are feeling proud of your
accomplishments.

9

10 Oli Bryne
For positively demonstrating our AMPT coastal
values. You have shown focus and dedication to your
work during learning time. Kia pai tō mahi, Oli!

11 Haneshley
Caling

For showing a strong work ethic and dedication towards
your learning across the subjects. Tino pai tō mahi!

12 Reef
Campbell

For showing good work ethic across all area of your
learning, especially your writing. Tino pai tō mahi!

13 Alby
Brown

For the effort and passion you put into your speech. You
presented it with such emotion and really had the
audience feeling the impact. Ka rawe for your resilience
with this!

14 Finn
Kemp 

For your amazing effort that you put into your speech. I am
so proud of you getting up in front of everyone and
presenting it!

15 Tanveer
Kaur

For always bringing such a positive attitude to your
learning, consistently trying your best, and delivering a
fantastic persuasive speech!



COASTAL VALUE CERTIFICATES 2026 Term 3 – Weeks 4/5

16 Jack
Skidmore

For being brave when presenting your class
speech! You were clear and well-rehearsed. Tino
pai!

17 Lulah
Metcalfe 

For being such a welcoming and engaged member
of our class. You show resilience when learning new
and challenging concepts, and it’s so awesome to
see your confidence grow. 

18 Boston
Mclvor 

For crafting and delivering a good speech. Your
passion and dedication were clear, reflecting the
many hours of practice that went into it. 

21 Isla Latimer
For the outstanding effort, exceptional quality, and
passion shown in your speech. Kei te whakahīhī au
ki a koe!

24 Olly Page
For showing a great effort and positive attitude in
Maths. You are making fantastic progress through
your hard work and determination.

25

27

28
Mya-Rose
Toetoe

Te mutunga kē mai o te pai tō mahi pāngarau i te
wiki nei. Paiā!

Digi
Tech

Sarah Vu
Rm 21

For making valuable contributions in Digi. You ask
good questions to help you complete tasks and
clarify your understanding of the learning. 

Science

Food
Tech

Samuel
Minchington
Whānau 1

For your impressive work ethic and resilience! You
showed great character by managing
disappointment maturely.

Music
Brontë
Drysdale
Whānau 11

For showing resilience and focus while learning
one of the world’s most challenging instruments—
the guitar.

Visual
Arts

Cale
Berkett
Room 1

For displaying great effort in drawing facial
features, with strong attention to detail and
realistic shading, well done!

Hard
Materials

Hendrix
Buchanan
Room 8

For taking responsibility for workshop safety and
looking out for others.

16
Finn
Johns

For taking charge of your learning, asking great
maths questions, and putting in the extra effort to
succeed!

17
Ari
Tempest

For being an engaged and hardworking member of
our class. Your awesome ideas and bubbly
personality make our classroom a better place!

18
Ben
Boyle 

For staying locked in and giving 100% to your
learning all week. Keep up the fantastic work! 

21 Nico
Strickland

For embracing feedback, challenging yourself, and
working tirelessly to refine every aspect of your
speech, always striving for your best. Mitaki lahi!

24 Kai Wills For a great effort with your speech. You delivered
it with confidence  and were very entertaining. 

25 Aiden
Cooper

For your outstanding work ethic and for making
the Mōtītī/Tūhua speech finals. Kei te whakahīhī au
ki a koe!!

27
Amelia
Stirling

For showing ako, pono and tuakiri when writing
and presenting her speech. So proud of you
Amelia!

28

Digi
Tech

Sanna
Meyer
Whānau
27

For being an active listener and focused on your
learning. You show persistence and care when
completing your tasks. 

Science
Toby
Ellery
Room 15

I appreciate your enthusiasm, focus and keeping
our Science lab tidy. You are always willing to help
others, and did a fantastic job at Open Evening.

Food
Tech

Rio
McLachlan
Whānau 17

You are a studious and polite student who is always
eager to learn. Your willingness to ask questions
makes you a standout learner!

Music

Noah
Wnendt
Whānau
15

You are always willing to contribute to class
discussions, which helps others to understand
music concepts. Looking forward to seeing how
your digital composition takes shape next week.

Visual
Arts

Karman
Haeta
Room 16

Impressive work! Your self-portrait shows fantastic
attention to detail, and the overall design is truly
creative.

Hard
Materials

Elliot
Neves
Room 17

For following diagrams and instructions well,
working efficiently, and producing work to a high
standard.



INFECTIOUS DISEASES



SCHOOL INFORMATION

Interested?  Please fill in this form

RITSUMEIKAN JHS CULTURAL EXCHANGE

https://forms.gle/fSZsBW9paqRn8f4H8


SCHOOL INFORMATION

YUMMY STICKERS

COLLECT YUMMY STICKERS CAN HELP EARN MMI FREE SPORTS GEAR !!

A SHARE OF $200,000 FREE SPORTS GEAR
AVAILABLE TO EVERY PRIMARY AND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
IN NEW ZEALAND’S NORTH ISLAND.

MMI received $700 worth of gear in 2025 from collecting
Yummy stickers.
This provides gear for students to use in their break time.

What to do:
Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10
stickers) and individual Yummy apple stickers.
Hand these stickers to your child’s classroom teacher and they will earn house
points as well.

Where from:
Yummy apples are available from New World, PAK’nSAVE and participating Four Square stores.

The more you collect, the more sports gear we get so get going and start collecting your
Yummy cut-out labels and stickers now!



PSG

DONUT DAY



SCHOOL INFORMATION

KIDS CAN - MUFTI DAY



SPORTS

AIMS
Countdown to AIMS 2026 Only 16 Days to Go!

The excitement is building as the countdown to the 2026 Zespri AIMS Games
officially hits 16 days!  From 5-11 September, our athletes will join over 14,000
Intermediate students in Tauranga for an unforgettable week of competition,
teamwork, and fun.

With tournament week fast approaching, here is how our athletes and whanau
can make sure they are 100% prepared to hit the ground running:

FINAL TRAINING

Training: Be ready, be prepared, use the time let to learn and practice.
Keep Healthy: There is a lot of sickness around - pace yourself
Gear Check:  Try on playing uniforms, tracksuits, and sports shoes today to
ensure everything fits comfortably.  Don’t gorget to pack a named, reusable
water bottle and warm layers for downtime between games.
Waivers & Consent:  Please double-check that all online student waivers
and medical details have been completed.  No waiver = No play!
Rest & Recovery: Training load is peaking!  Focus on good sleep habits,
staying hydrated, and easting nutritious meals to avoid pre-tournament
fatigue.
Stay Informed:  Keep an eye on our team communication channels (such as
Heja app) for final schedule updates, venue details, and transport
timetables.  Make sure you stay in touch with the TIC of your code.
Opening Ceremony:  All students from the sporting codes will be issued
with an opening ceremony ticket for the evening show (The Green team will
attend the earlier show).

We are so proud of the dedication our students have shown in their training
over the past term.  let’s bring the energy, demonstrate fantastic
sportsmanship, and represent our school with pride!



SPORTS

S11 CROSS COUNTRY
The recent Super 11 Cross Country event at Waipuna Park was a resounding success, bringing together
students, coaches and supporters for an unforgettable day of athletic accomplishment and camaraderie.

We could not have asked for better conditions.  Under BOP clear blue skies, competitors took to the course,
displaying incredible determination, endurance and sportsmanship.  The athletic talent on display was
outstanding, but even more impressive was the supportive energy surrounding the event, with spectators
cheering on runners from every school.

Events of this scale rely heavily on the dedication of our wider school community.  Sincere thanks go out to
all participating schools, sports coordinators, coaches, Malcolm and his team and family supporters whose
hard work and enthusiasm made the day run so smoothly.

Congratulations to all the athletes who pushed their limits and represented their schools with pride.  We
wish every team the very best for the remainder of the school term and look forward to another great
showing at the next sporting event!

MMI Team:  Brooke Riini, Everley Read, Jessica Dove, Agnes-Rose Taylor, Alyssa WIlson, Leah Botha,
Arlo Anderson, Daniel Eardley, Luka Jonnart, Telio Fromont, Patch Mclean, Finn Renwick, George
Morse, Cove Dickens and Arlo Dohnt.

Team ResultsIndividual Results



Cliff at WAIBoP organised a fantastic day of Futsal in preparation for AIMS
games next month.  We took our Boys and Girls AIMS Futsal teams to gain more
game experience after training together for the last couple of months.  The
scores weren’t recorded and there were no finals so it was great for the students
to just have a day where they could try as hard as they could and to give them
an indication on what they need to keep working on.

It was great to see how much they have developed as a team and in their own
confidence.  The girls were not afraid to step up as goalie, with some amazing
shots blocked.  The boys teams set up goal after goal and not many got past
James.  Nobody was playing their own game - they worked as a team the whole
time.  There were a mixture of abilities from the teams - with some games being
close matches, while other being the opposite.

Both teams represented our school with pride and integrity - they worked
together as a team and they stayed together as a group of mates off the court.  I
could not be more proud of them.
Thanks to the parents and supporters, and of course our awesome coaches and
managers.
Bring on AIMS.

SPORTS

PRE AIMS FUTSAL DAY

Girls: Kaia Whittaker, Sadie Friedlieb, Vita
Sowter, McKenzie Boss, Ailey Kim, Malia
Harris, Tabitha Wickham, Isla Blackwell,
Bennah Smith (Absent: Neve Stubbing)

Boys: Jimmy Dinneen, Aston Gower, Cadan
Brown, Lucas Sanchez, George Lorentsson,
James Rosendaal, Jacques Ranjard, Patrick
Blair, Lucas Day (Absent: Will Martin).



SPORTS

BOP TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT

Last Friday 14  August, the Table Tennis team competed in the Bay of Plenty
Table Tennis Tournament.  There were many local schools competing and
preparing for AIMS.

th

We entered 6 boys teams and 2 girls teams.  The day consisted of 3 singles
matches and 2 doubles in each pool.  Competition was fierce but our players
were calm and skilful.  MMI had the best result for the competition we have had
for years!!  We came away with Silver for the Pink in 1  Div and Gold for the Girls
Green Team in 2  Div.  Boys Green Team Gold in 1  Div and Yellow won Gold in
2  Div while Blue team received the Bronze.  Boys Black won Gold and Bronze
for the Orange Team in the 3  Div.  Fantastic results all around.  Congratulations
to all of our players for their sportsmanship and fair play throughout the day!

st

nd st

nd

rd



SPORTS

TE PUKE GYMSPORT FESTIVAL 2026

MMI gymnasts, Ada Kennedy, Moni Wilson and Eliška Mia Langova, had a
fantastic day at the Te Puke GymSport Festival 2026 last Friday.

They competed with enthusiasm, determination and skill.  We are incredibly
proud of their achievements across WAG, Tumbling and Trampoline.

In Open Junior WAG (Step 4), Eliska was placed 2 , Ada 3 , and Moni 4 .  In
Open Junior Tumble, Moni achieved 2  and Ada 4 , while in Open Junior
Trampoline, Ada placed 3  and Moni 4th.

nd rd th

nd th

rd

A huge congratulations to all of our gymnasts for representing the school so
proudly!



SPONSORS NOTICEBOARD



COMMUNITY - SPORT

SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES

Jesse from Paper Tiger Studio will run a
total of four kids' clay workshops over the
weekend: two workshops per day. The first
session runs from 10am - 12pm, and the
second runs from 1pm - 3pm.
Find more info and book workshop tickets

here: https://artgallery.org.nz/products/clay-
childrens-workshop



SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES



WIN x4 FREE Friday Night Tickets!
How to enter:

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

 Like this post

 Tag another parent or family
Get your Friday evening sorted - just in time for the school holidays.

Slides, waves, manus + more.  Good vibes only
Spa pool open from 7pm (11+ only)
NEW meal deals available - dinner sorted
Every Friday night at Baywave from 3-7pm

Prize: 4x Passes to Friday Night Fun (5-15 years)

Find out more:  Click here

Your paragraph text

https://www.taurangapools.co.nz/what-s-on/friday-fun-night
https://www.taurangapools.co.nz/what-s-on/friday-fun-night


TERM DATES

MEDICATION

If your child has a severe medical
condition or needs to take

medication at school please contact
the office at: office@mtint.school.nz 

SCHOOL DROP OFF

CHANGE OF DETAILS

KEY LINKS

ABSENTEES

BELL TIMES

BUS INFORMATION

ONLINE PAYMENTS

ORDERING LUNCHES

PARENT PORTAL

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Term 1 – 2 February to 2 April
Term 2 – 20 April to 3 July
Term 3 – 20 July to 25 September
Term 4 – 12 October to 15 December

It would greatly assist us if you could
please advise the office if you have
any changes of address, phone
numbers, emergency contact details.
In the event of an emergency,
sickness or injury we need to be able
to contact someone who can collect
your child.

Please email the office at
office@mtint.school.nz 

These are NOT drop off zones:
Lodge Avenue Staff Carpark
Lodge Avenue Turn Around
The Bus Bay on Links Avenue

This is for the safety of your children,
when dropping off or picking them
up. Please refrain from entering and
parking in these areas.

Checkout out our website, newsletters, daily
notices and Facebook links.
 
https://mtint.school.nz/

https://www.facebook.com/Mtint.school.nz/

https://mtint.school.nz/newsletters/

USEFUL INFORMATION

07 575 5512 admin@mtint.school.nz 21 Lodge Ave, Mount Maunganui, 3116

mtint.school.nz

mailto:office@mtint.school.nz
mailto:office@mtint.school.nz
https://mtint.school.nz/absentees/
https://mtint.school.nz/bell-times/
https://mtint.school.nz/buses/
https://mtint.school.nz/school-donations/
https://mtint.school.nz/lunch-orders/
https://mtint.school.nz/hero-2/
https://mtint.school.nz/uniform/
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	We could not have asked for better conditions.  Under BOP clear blue skies, competitors took to the course, displaying incredible determination, endurance and sportsmanship.  The athletic talent on display was outstanding, but even more impressive was the supportive energy surrounding the event, with spectators cheering on runners from every school.
	Events of this scale rely heavily on the dedication of our wider school community.  Sincere thanks go out to all participating schools, sports coordinators, coaches, Malcolm and his team and family supporters whose hard work and enthusiasm made the day run so smoothly.
	Congratulations to all the athletes who pushed their limits and represented their schools with pride.  We wish every team the very best for the remainder of the school term and look forward to another great showing at the next sporting event!
	MMI Team:  Brooke Riini, Everley Read, Jessica Dove, Agnes-Rose Taylor, Alyssa WIlson, Leah Botha, Arlo Anderson, Daniel Eardley, Luka Jonnart, Telio Fromont, Patch Mclean, Finn Renwick, George Morse, Cove Dickens and Arlo Dohnt.

	SPORTS
	PRE AIMS FUTSAL DAY
	Cliff at WAIBoP organised a fantastic day of Futsal in preparation for AIMS games next month.  We took our Boys and Girls AIMS Futsal teams to gain more game experience after training together for the last couple of months.  The scores weren’t recorded and there were no finals so it was great for the students to just have a day where they could try as hard as they could and to give them an indication on what they need to keep working on.
	It was great to see how much they have developed as a team and in their own confidence.  The girls were not afraid to step up as goalie, with some amazing shots blocked.  The boys teams set up goal after goal and not many got past James.  Nobody was playing their own game - they worked as a team the whole time.  There were a mixture of abilities from the teams - with some games being close matches, while other being the opposite.
	Both teams represented our school with pride and integrity - they worked together as a team and they stayed together as a group of mates off the court.  I could not be more proud of them.
	Thanks to the parents and supporters, and of course our awesome coaches and managers.
	Bring on AIMS.

	SPORTS
	BOP TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT
	SPORTS
	TE PUKE GYMSPORT FESTIVAL 2026
	SPONSORS NOTICEBOARD
	COMMUNITY - SPORT
	SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES
	SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
	COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
	Your paragraph text
	WIN x4 FREE Friday Night Tickets!
	How to enter:
	Get your Friday evening sorted - just in time for the school holidays.
	Slides, waves, manus + more.  Good vibes only
	Spa pool open from 7pm (11+ only)
	NEW meal deals available - dinner sorted
	Every Friday night at Baywave from 3-7pm
	Prize: 4x Passes to Friday Night Fun (5-15 years)
	Find out more:  Click here

	USEFUL INFORMATION
	TERM DATES
	Term 1 – 2 February to 2 April Term 2 – 20 April to 3 July Term 3 – 20 July to 25 September Term 4 – 12 October to 15 December

	KEY LINKS
	ABSENTEES BELL TIMES BUS INFORMATION ONLINE PAYMENTS ORDERING LUNCHES PARENT PORTAL SCHOOL UNIFORM

	MEDICATION
	If your child has a severe medical condition or needs to take medication at school please contact the office at: office@mtint.school.nz

	SCHOOL DROP OFF
	These are NOT drop off zones:
	Lodge Avenue Staff Carpark Lodge Avenue Turn Around The Bus Bay on Links Avenue
	This is for the safety of your children, when dropping off or picking them up. Please refrain from entering and parking in these areas.

	CHANGE OF DETAILS
	It would greatly assist us if you could please advise the office if you have any changes of address, phone numbers, emergency contact details. In the event of an emergency, sickness or injury we need to be able to contact someone who can collect your child.
	Please
	email
	the
	office@mtint.school.nz
	office
	at
	Checkout out our website, newsletters, daily notices and Facebook links.

	https://mtint.school.nz/ https://www.facebook.com/Mtint.school.nz/ https://mtint.school.nz/newsletters/
	mtint.school.nz



